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them to admit the falsity of conclusions they have formed perhaps with 
much difficulty, which they have taught to others and on which they have 
built their lives." 

The underlying motive which prompts opposition to some of our 
most constructive legislation doubtless has its explanation in some such 
subtle reasoning as Tolstoy has pointed out for us. Nevertheless, there 
is much to rejoice over, in the report of a body of men, such as those 
who formed the Porto Eican commission. Their report showed us 
very convincingly that the disease was gaining recognition; and it is 
not until a condition is recognized and discussed that any means of 
dealing with it may be planned. That there are men and women who 
have seen light and are following it is proven by the drafting of such a 
document as the Owen Bill. Faulty though it may be in some respects 
we can but trust that it may be the entering wedge for more constructive 
sanitary legislation in the United States which will have the effect of 
wiping out our preventable diseases. 

For material and statistics I beg to acknowledge indebtedness to Drs. 
Stiles, Ashford, King, Looss, Igaravidez and to Dr. Mary M. S. 
Johnstone. 



AMUSING CONVALESCENT CHILDREN 

By A. G. SCOTT, K.N. 
Seattle General Hospital 

The problem of amusing a convalescent child becomes more difficult 
when the child must be kept absolutely quiet, as in a case of heart trouble. 
Being on such a case recently, I formed myself into a " ways and means 
committee " to find something to amuse the little girl. 

A glass bowl of gold fish will amuse a child by the hour. They delight 
to lie and watch the busy goldfish as they swim back and forth. It adds 
much to their pleasure to name the fish and invent stories about them, 
letting the imagination speed as rapidly as the fish themselves. The feed- 
ing of them always interests children, too. 

Then, one might take the child's favorite doll, use a needle and some 
material, and let the child use her imagination. While you work, let 
her guess what you are making. As the garment grows and she has 
to keep changing her guess the fun increases. 



